Packs Up!

October/November 2022

October/November 2022

Vol. 39 No. 5

Whip Snake in Need of a Band-aid
Photo by Marygrace – Point Cook Coastal Park (Sept 2022)

In This Issue
Has Darwin Gone to the Birds?

Page 2

Finding Maps for Bushwalking in Victoria

Page 6

ABC Science

Page 7

President’s Column

Page 5

Diary Dates

Page 4

Upcoming Walks and Activities

Page 13

If you enjoy reading this magazine or would like to know more about walking with the
Bayside Bushwalking Club, visit our website www.baysidebush.org.au

Page 1

Packs Up!

October/November 2022

Has Darwin Gone to the Birds?
The Top End of the Northern Territory has unique birdlife. Many species are found no-where else and some
are under threat.
The dawn cruise on Jim Jim Creek and the South Alligator River from the Cooinda resort in Kakadu National
Park is arguably one of the best wildlife experiences in Australia.
About one third of Australia’s bird species are represented in Kakadu, with at least 60 species found in the
wetlands. Magpie geese were abundant while white-bellied sea eagles hovered searching for breakfast. We
saw a blue-winged kookaburra, a little kingfisher, jabirus and brolgas. The early explorers thought the
crocodiles were alligators. Some failed to return to base because of that misunderstanding.
Lyn and I spent 10 days in a hired Pajero in Kakadu in July. We flew to Darwin with our camping gear in cargo.
All we had to source was a table and two chairs and a Jetboil cannister. The camping grounds in the national
park are grassed and the sites have showers and regular toilets. They are all located well away from crocodile
habitats.
Then we drove to Darwin and stayed at Lee Point, a tropical savannah woodland on the northern outskirts of
Darwin, where tiny, endangered Gouldian finches had turned up, possibly breeding there and certainly feeding
around a dam attached to the Lee Point resort and caravan park.

Black-headed Gouldian Finch (Erythrura gouldiae) (male)
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These are the prettiest, daintiest birds you will ever see. Seeing them is a rare and special moment.
Unfortunately for the birds the corridor of bushland they have decided to call home is earmarked for clearing
to make way for defence housing.
But inconveniently for the Department of Defence, the Gouldian finches weren’t there when environmental
assessments were done in 2014, and the project approved in 2019.
Gouldian finches are listed under the Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation
1999 as endangered. The evidence of the finches was not before the government when the decision to
approve the project was made.
Between fifty and one hundred Gouldian finches have been sighted regularly at Lee Point since January 2022.
As locals said to me in Darwin: ‘You don’t have to destroy the habitat of an endangered species to build
defence houses. There’s plenty of other places to build a new housing estate in the Northern Territory.’
Judging by the number of photographers and tourists turning up to see the finches, Darwin could have a major
new tourist attraction on its hands at Lee Point.
The Environment Centre in Darwin is hosting an on-line petition calling on Environment Minister Tanya
Plibersek to intervene in the defence housing project at Lee Point and protect the habitat of these rare birds.
https://www.ecnt.org.au/save_the_gouldians

Martin

Gouldian Finch – (adult male)
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Diary Dates
Our next meeting will be held on Monday 7th November at the
Hampton Community Centre, Willis St, Hampton - 7:30 for 8pm.
Guest Speaker - Dr Tom Forsell will join us and present some findings from his social capital research,
in particular, the benefits of joining sporting clubs and the nature of social capital in leisure clubs in Victoria.
Dr Tom Forsell is currently a lecturer researcher at Victoria University in the School of Sport and Exercise
Science- teaching in the Bachelor of Sport with a leisure studies orientation.
He has been lecturing at VU for 13 years and has had completed research projects including the
Review of the Access for All Abilities Program administered via RECLINK.
Tom completed his PhD in 2014 "The Nature and Measurement of Social Capital in sport and recreation clubs."
In this empirical research he developed, tested, and validated a psychometric scale to measure a while
analysing 1080 club members responses in Victorian Clubs.
He has presented his research at the European Leisure Studies Conference in 2015, the World Leisure
Conference in Durban South Africa and at the Australian and New Zealand Leisure Studies Conferences in
2017 and 2019.
His paper "Development of a Scale to measure social capital in recreation and sport clubs, published in
Leisure Sciences is getting significant interest from around the world and translated in Iran, Portugal, India
and Pakistan.
www.vu.edu.au/research/tom-forsell

Monday 5th December 2022
BBC Christmas Picnic
Hampton East.
Commencing at 5pm
At a park which has an undercover gazebo, multiple BBQs and picnic tables, and loads of open space and
toilets, with free roadside parking available.
A large lake is a feature in the middle of the park, with playgrounds both sides of the lake.
Come along and meet friends at the Club’s end of year get together.
BYO drinks and meat. The club will supply salads, bread and some Christmas treats.
Optionally you can bring your own chairs, tables or a picnic rug.
Full details in the members’ edition of the October/November edition of Packs Up! or in the members’
section of the BBC website.

Page 4

Packs Up!

October/November 2022

President’s Report
It has been great to see an increase in the number of walks posted following our recent leaders’ meeting.
These increased opportunities have enabled more members to sign on to walks and get into the hills and
beaches and do what we all love best - walking in the natural environment. Well done leaders!
Around 30 active leaders attended the meeting. We have a group who are quite engaged in the process and
dedicated to the task of leading more day walks and overnight walks. They are the foundations of our club.
We will have another forum early next year and invite leaders who have not been so active and see if we can
assist them to become active again. It has been great to see an increase in the number of walks posted
following our recent meeting.
There were a couple of issues resulting from the leaders’ meeting and hopefully we can iron these out and
make life easier for our leaders.
1. Members booking on walks who are not genuine about attending and cancelling close to the walk date
are taking up spots from other members and increasing the workload for leaders as arrangements must
be changed at short notice.
Please be considerate of our hard-working leaders and make sure you commit to what you sign up for.
2. Sharing of contact details makes it easier for leaders to contact people if they are late or there are
safety considerations and for members to identify who is on their walk and make their own car-pooling
arrangements. We are requesting that name, email address, mobile phone number and suburb be
available for smooth operation. The leaders’ meeting discussed privacy concerns, but the majority
position was that leaders need this information to organise walks safely and efficiently. Members who
do not want to share this information will be able to opt out. I will email members regarding this option.
3. Car-pooling is still encouraged by the club for the sharing of costs and environmental reasons. As a
result of COVID-19 considerations many people are opting to drive themselves or just with a friend and
this arrangement is acceptable also. Some walk locations have limited car parking so leaders may
inform you if we are limited to a certain number of vehicles.
BBC was well represented in the FedWalks 2022 weekend where over 200 walkers from across Victoria stayed
at Wangaratta and experienced walks in northeast Victoria. Around 30 walk and cycle activities were hosted
by the Wangaratta Bushwalking Club, Benalla Bushwalking Club and the Border Bushwalking Club. We joined
a couple of their walks on Mt Buffalo which were amazing. One walk circled Lake Catani and up to the chalet
and the second day was a climb up Mt Dunn. Others went to the Warby Ranges and Mt Stanley near
Beechworth.
We have an indigenous cultural walk and yidaki (didgeridoo) meditation
with Aboriginal leaders at Arthurs Seat planned for November. Living
Culture is a company that comes highly recommended, and the
walk/talk will highlight the significance of indigenous flora and fauna,
and their use in medicines, bushtucker and Indigenous culture. Find out
more at livingculture.org.au
Enjoy your walking

Lyn
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Finding Maps for Bushwalking in Victoria
Where to start looking for maps?
Bushwalkers need accurate, up-to-date maps.
Whether planning or leading a club walk, or walking with a
few friends in the bush, good maps enable walkers to safely navigate their intended route. They also open
new possibilities during planning and when out on the track. So, where are these good maps found?
Paper or digital?
Using both is best.The paper map provides the 'big picture', can be annotated during planning and is
'weather proof'. A mapping GPS or Smartphone will, at the very least, provide an accurate position. Put
both together and you have a well equipped walker who is unlikely to be mislaid. Both paper and digital
maps are discussed below.
A word about scales
Large scale maps are a must: a good scale is 1:25,000, i.e. 4cm on the map = 1km on the ground. 1:50,000
(2cm = 1km ) is borderline, sometimes lacking sufficient detail for walkers, while 1:100,000 (1cm = 1km) is
really only a detailed road map.
Some Smartphone apps
There are a large number of mapping apps, many linked to websites. For bushwalking, maps should be
saved offline into the Smartphone itself, rather than continually accessing the internet via a mobile signal.
Here are just a few free apps.
Avenza maps is linked to a map store containing over a million maps worldwide. It can also display custom
maps from other sources and is used by many mapping organisations. You can use your phone's built-in GPS
to track your location on any map, plot tracks, add photos and much more.
Maps.me is your worldwide street directory with lots of additional information.
Terra Map is a good, easy app for plotting your track on a walk.
Many navigation apps allow a free trial period before requiring a paid subscription to open up many
features that are useful to bushwalkers. These include the ability to download maps for offline use, the
ability to print maps and access to a library of maps and air photos.
Map sources
Vicmap
Vicmap is the Victorian Government mapping agency. It is part of the Department of Environment, Land,
Water and Planning. It produces over 10,000 separate map sheets, using 3 scales, covering the entire state.
Vicmap Topographic 1:25,000, A0 sheet
Vicmap Topographic 1:30,000, A4 sheet
Vicmap Topographic 1:30,000, A3 sheet
(1:30,000 maps contain the same detail as 1:25,000, but are designed for easy printing on A4 or A3)
Vicmap Topographic 1:50,000, A0 sheet
Vicmap Topographic 1:100,000, A0 sheet
These maps are updated every 18 months to two years.
The maps are available either online or via the Vicmap Viewer Smartphone app. This app allows you to
purchase, download, store and copy Vicmaps to the Avenza map app. As only 3 custom maps (including
Vicmaps) can be loaded into the Avenza free version at any time, the Vicmap Viewer app is handy storage
for the maps. As all the map files are PDF’s, you can print any map you want; the 1:30,000 maps are
especially handy here.
(This article is continued on page 11)
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From ABC Science –
Tasmania's ultimate twitcher goes to great lengths for a perfect
bird photo

“Here’s looking at you, kid” – Royal Spoonbill
(Pradeep Pandiyan)
(Warriewood Wetlands, NSW, 2016)

Pradeep Pandiyan could be Tasmania's ultimate twitcher, taking up to 55 hours to capture one shot of the
state's more elusive bird species.
From commando crawling over saltmarshes to 11-hour days bush-bashing, Mr Pandiyan admits he's a bit
obsessed.
Find out more and see a selection of Pradeep’s photos on this link - twitcher - ABC News
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This Month’s Photo Riddle
What is this and, for bonus points, where is it?

Where would you be standing to see this view?

Answers to the editor at newsletter@baysidebush.org.au
(Photos by the Editor)
Last month’s photos were of Patons Hut in the Kosciuszko National Park and of Wilhelmina Falls.
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Gender Specifications – Dromana Beach Toilets
Fiona (September 2022)

Brush Up Your Shakespeare
Who were the bride and the bridegroom?

Romeo and Juliet

When did he propose?

Twelfth Night

What did he say?

As you like it

From where was the ring obtained?

The Merchant of Venice

Who were the chief guests?

Antony and Cleopatra, Troilus and Cressida

Who were the bridegroom's friends?

The Two Gentlemen of Verona

Who prepared the wedding breakfast?

The Merry Wives of Windsor

How would you describe their quarrel?

The Tempest

What was their married life like?

Comedy of Errors

What was the bridegroom's chief occupation?

The Taming of the Shrew

What did she give him?

Measure for Measure

What did their friends say?

All's Well that Ends Well

What's the moral of this story?

Much ado about nothing

Be responsible for your walking decisions
It is your responsibility to ensure that you are fit and capable of the intended grade level of the walk, bearing
in mind the weather conditions forecast for that day.
Bushwalking is inherently risky, and walkers are responsible for their own welfare and safety and for knowing
their fitness level. Walk difficulty estimates are just that – estimates. If you are unsure that you can acquit
yourself adequately on a walk, contact the leader and discuss the walk and your situation. You cannot expect
the leader to be all knowing about those who book on walks.
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Please Don’t Book unless You are Sure of Being on the Walk
It is very frustrating for leaders to get early bookings for their trips, only to have some of the early bookings
cancel, often just before the day of the event.
Please be sure of your calendar when you book and please commit to your booking. If you book on a walk,
you have a responsibility, subject to extenuating circumstances, to attend the walk and honour your
commitment and the leader’s commitment.
Weather watchers should remember that a leader will cancel a trip if the weather forecast anticipates extreme
weather. If you are a dry weather only walker, reconsider if bushwalking should be your recreation of choice.
Inflated wait lists caused by early bookers/late cancellers prevent committed participants who see the wait
list and seek other activities for the day in question from joining an activity.

Great Ocean Road Coastal Trail (Fairhaven to Skenes Creek)
The Master Plan for The Great Ocean Road Coastal Trail Update has been released. The Engage Victoria site
has been updated with the next steps, the project video and a copy of the released Master Plan.
Follow this link to see more details and download a copy Great Ocean Road Coastal Trail Design (Fairhaven
to Skenes Creek)

Falls to Hotham Alpine Crossing
Follow this link to Engage Victoria for information on the
Falls to Hotham Alpine Crossing | Engage Victoria

Photo by Nicolene – Brisbane Ranges

Page 10

Packs Up!

October/November 2022

FINDING MAPS FOR BUSHWALKING IN VICTORIA
(Continued from page 6)
Vicmap prints only the 1:50,000 maps and 1:25,000 Specials. These paper maps are available through map
resellers and outdoors shops.
If a large number of Vicmaps are required, they can be purchased through a value added reseller.
Memorymap is one such reseller that stocks all Vicmaps. There are limitations: you must use memory-map
software for viewing and printing the maps, but the cost savings can be considerable. Memory-map works on
both your desktop and through a Smartphone app. Maps are downloaded as you need them or can be fully
downloaded from the memory-map digital map store.
Vicmaps are also available in some paid apps e.g.
Gaia GPS Premium.
Third-party maps which utilize Vicmap data
Vicmap spatial data is freely available to map producers to make their own maps.
nswtopo and Getlost Maps make 1:25,000 maps covering Victoria which are published in the Avenza app Map
Store. Nswtopo maps use similar symbology to Vicmap and make a small charge. Getlost maps use a slightly
different symbology, are free, and contain additional data from other sources, e.g. OpenStreetMap. These
maps can also be downloaded from the Getlost Maps website in a printable form for a paper copy.
Spatial Vision
A number of areas of interest to walkers are covered by Spatial Vision’s Outdoor recreation guides. Most of
these maps are at a scale of 1:50,000 and are packed with detail. Wilsons Promontory, The Grampians and
Bogong Alpine area are a few examples. The maps can be purchased as paper, and are also available in a
georeferenced form through the Avenza app map shop. Spatial Vision no longer prints or directly sells its
maps. The remaining stocks of paper maps are available through map resellers who may be able to provide
copies of out of print maps for you.
Meridian
Popular walking locations, such as the Brisbane Ranges, Lerderderg and Werribee Georges, Hattah-Kulkyne,
Mornington Peninsula, Dandenong Ranges and others are covered by Meridian’s Walking and Park Maps.
The maps can be purchased as paper or are also available in a georeferenced form through the Avenza app
map shop.
OpenStreetMap
OpenStreetMap is a free editable map of the world maintained by over two million volunteers. These maps
form the basis of the maps used in many Smartphone mapping apps. Many areas are mapped in great
detail, including the accurate plotting of walking tracks. Occasionally, one may come across a remote area
where the mapping is incomplete. Printing of these maps can be done through a number of websites.
Inkatlas is one such site which is free, easy to use and you can add your own track plots too. It can print in
black/white and A4 multipage so expensive printing is not required.
Cartography Community Mapping
CCM provides large scale topographic maps of areas around central Victoria, particularly Castlemaine.
Scaled at 1:10,000 to 1:20,000, the maps are produced for bushwalkers and show walking tracks, access
roads, vegetation, contours, and features of interest. They are free and provided as pdf files for printing
(mainly on A3 paper), as KMZ files for Garmin GPS devices and as Geotiff for use in Avenza.
Melway
This much loved street directory does show minor roads and some walking tracks. In some areas the tracks
are incomplete or inaccurately marked. There is also an online version.
Parks Victoria
Parks Vic visitor guides (Parknotes) often contain good information on visitor facilities, walks and a good
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sketch map of the park. Unfortunately, only some of these are currently available through the Parks Vic
website. However, many of the maps are available in a georeferenced form through the Avenza app map
shop for free.
Rooftop and Hayman maps
These maps can be only obtained through map resellers and outdoors shops - see list below.
The Forest Activities Map series are the ones for walkers, at a scale of 1:50,000, with more detailed insert
maps of some areas. They cover some popular walking areas such as the Cathedral Ranges, Marysville district
and Victorian Alpine areas.
Google and Apple maps
These online maps are primarily road maps but do show some tracks in some areas. Both are available as
apps for a Smartphone and Google maps are readily opened on a desktop.
Google Earth
Don’t forget this superb resource. Once you have decided on your walk route, you can visualise it on Google
Earth. Check out every twist and turn you intend to walk. If you don’t have the program on your desktop or
smartphone, you can use the web version.
Local Organisations
Don’t forget local organisations. Councils, alpine resort managements etc often produce excellent maps and
track notes of walks in their areas.
Walkers requiring maps of areas adjoining Victoria’s borders (e.g. Kosciuszko National Park) can source them
from interstate bodies or seek help from local Map Distributors and Outdoors shops. Distributers are able to
print some map series on demand.
Map Distributers and Resellers
ABC Maps – shop and online. Maps printed on demand.
Maps, Books and Travel Guides – shop and online. Maps printed on demand.
MapWorks – shop and online
The above list is not exhaustive, but can start you on the way to finding quality, up-to-date maps for your
bushwalks.
Andrew Robinson,
20th May, 2022
(Reproduced from Bushwalking Victoria Newsletter with kind permission.)

The October issue of the Bushwalking Victoria Bulletin is available through the link on the BBC Website
under the packs Up! tab. It provides fuller details of The Great Ocean Road Coastal Trail Update mentioned
on page 10 as well as news from other clubs and navigation tips.
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The Road to Kellys Hut - (Paul April 2022)
(The Kellys Hut near Arbuckle Junction)

Upcoming Trips
Paul’s Thursday Specials
Committed bookings only; no book now, cancel later walkers, please.
Full covid-19 vaccination required

Thursday 3rd November
Craigieburn: Aitken and Malcolm Creek Trails.
Travel by Metro to Craigieburn.
Walk the Aitken and Malcolm Creek Trails and see the extensive revegetation done along the two creek corridors.
Native grasslands and grassy woodlands such as those found in Malcom Creek Nature Reserve occurred across the
Craigieburn area before European settlement. There are some 400 year old River Red Gums on this walk.
At the end of the walk, route 533 bus to Craigieburn
Risks: A section of the walk is through the Craigieburn Golf Course where there are signs "Stay on the path" and
"Watch out for stray golf balls". Swooping birds sign in the Malcolm Creek Linear Park.
Possible diversions due to roadworks. If there have been recent heavy rains, we will do walkarounds to avoid crossing
Aitken Creek flood ways.
Climbing: Gentle undulations.
Tracks: Varied surfaces including grass, gravel/dirt tracks, asphalt and footpaths.

(Easy 13 Kms)
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Thursday 10th November
Kyneton and the Campaspe River.
Travel by V/Line (use your myki) to Kyneton on the Bendigo line.
Walk through the Botanic Gardens (1858), along the Campaspe River Walk and view Kyneton's historic streetscapes.
Timing: Southern Cross station meeting time 8:50am. Back at Southern Cross about 3:30pm.
Risks: Road crossings when viewing Kyneton's historic streetscapes. Piper Street Kyneton has deep gutters.
Tracks: Footpaths, gravel tracks, walking tracks and grass.
(Easy 11 Kms)

Thursday 24th November
Plenty Gorge Park.
Travel by Metro to Greensborough on the Hurstbridge line and then take a short route 385 bus ride.
Walk the Plenty River Trail which is in a picturesque valley, a trail beside Dry Creek, the Pipe Track and on tracks in
Plenty Gorge Park.
At the end of the walk, route 343, 385 or 901 bus to Greensborough station.
Note - Walk date subject to Hurstbridge line trains operating during construction of a new Greensborough station.
Risks: Possibility of snakes along the Plenty River Trail. Some sections of rough, uneven track. Pole users bring your
poles. Walking single file along a section of McLaughlans Lane.
No toilets at morning tea location.
Climbing: Some undulations.
Tracks: Concrete, asphalt, gravel, dirt and grass.
(Easy/medium 14 kms)

Thursday 1st December
Tarneit to Williams Landing.
Travel by V/Line (use your myki) to Tarneit on the Geelong line.
Walk the Skeleton Creek and Federation Trails through Tarneit, Truganina and Hoppers Crossing to Williams Landing.
Appreciate the re-vegetation and restoration work done over the last 30 years by the Friends of Skeleton Creek and
Wyndham City Council.
At Williams Landing (Werribee line), we catch Metro for our homeward journey.
Risks: A couple of busy roads to cross. Cyclists. Possibility of snakes. The morning tea location is sheltered with long
wooden benches but has stone seats so suggest you bring something to place on the stone.
Climbing: This is a flat walk. Tracks: Asphalt. concrete, gravel and grass.
(Easy 12 Kms)
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Day Trips
Saturday

Red Hill Market & Rail Trail.

5th
Park in the Red Hill Recreation Reserve ($5 per car).
November
Start with a 1 hour wander around the iconic Red Hill market
- perfect destination to purchase a unique homemade gift, or
simply buy and eat a yummy breakfast or morning tea.

Easy

Fiona

13 km

Our walk is a loop trail from the Recreation Reserve onto
Merricks Trail via Stanley Rd, Station Rd and Arthurs Seat
Rd.
Risks: The track can be muddy if there has been recent rain.
Parts of the track are shared with horse riders, cyclists and
walkers with dogs off-lead. Climbing: Short climb on Stanley
Rd.
Tracks: Walking trail most of the way, and a couple of short
distances on an unsealed road.
Full covid-19 vaccination required.
Sunday

Baldry Crossing to Long Circuit Track and return.

13th
Walk starts at Baldry Crossing Circuit through Greenbush
November and part of Two Bays walking track.

Medium

Margaret

18 km

Risks: Part of track exposed to sun. Snakes if hot. Climbing:
A couple of undulations. Tracks: Combination of rocky and
sandy. All tracks well formed and maintained.
Full covid-19 vaccination required.
Sunday

Indigenous Cultural Bush Walk and Yidaki
Meditation.

20th
November Mornington Peninsula.

Cultural Bush Walk with Sean Moyle (2 hours) and Yidaki
Led Meditation with Lionel Lauch (30 minutes) – Total: 2.5
hours.

Medium

Lyn

10 km

Full covid-19 vaccination
required.

Start time 9.30am. Meet at the Seawinds Main Carpark at
9.15 am, entrance from Purves Rd Main Ridge
Cost $30 pp.
Bushwalk - Kings Falls Circuit
The Arthurs Seat to Kings Falls walk starts at the Seawinds
Gardens picnic area.
Climbing: There are some ascending and descending,
through the bush over well-laid-out tracks to the waterfall.
Tracks: Stony paths.
A nice walk, with some ascending and descending, through
the bush over well-laid-out tracks to the waterfall.
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London Bridge - Bay of Isles.

26th
A scenic beach and cliff walk in the Mornington
November Peninsula National Park, with lunch on the beach.

Medium

Susan

14 km
Full covid-19 vaccination
required.

Risks: High tide can cause deviations off route. Some
soft sand on both beaches and cliff tracks.
Climbing: Undulations of about 200 metres.
Tracks: Beach (soft sand at high tide) and cliff tracks.
Saturday

Lysterfield Park.

10th
Starting from Lysterfield Lake, walk up the tramline track to
December Lysterfield Lookout. Lunch at the boys farm and (hopefully)
picking of some wild plums. Early finish.

Easy/

Fiona

Medium
16 km
Full covid-19
vaccination required.

Risks: Care with bikes crossing tracks.
Climbing: Moderate short climbs.
Tracks: Formed gravel tracks.
Saturday

Pt Leo to Flinders.

14th
January
2023

A beach walk from Pt Leo to Flinders along the beaches of
Westernport Bay.
Search the rock formations for small creatures at low tides
and enjoy the gentle surf and cooling summer breezes.
Dolphins have been spotted in these waters. Chance to
swim at morning tea and lunch. Suitable for both new
members and club members wishing for a gentle return to
walking after holiday festivities.

Easy/Medium

Judy

14 km

Full covid-19
vaccination required.

Risks: Earlier start if hot weather. Possible need to duck for
cover if a stray golf ball heads our way as we walk along the
side of the golf course at Flinders.
Climbing: One short undulation to hill top.
Tracks: Sand; some rocky outcrops. One short section of
paved one way road through the golf course.
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Overnight Walks
The Magical Mountain Mystery Tour Returns
Friday 30th December to Sunday 2nd January 2023
The New Year’s Day Magical Mountain Mystery Tour Returns to that very special mountain - Mount Howitt.
Day 1 - The long drive from Melbourne via Licola to the Howitt Carpark, then a short 5 km walk to Macalister Springs
where we will camp for 3 nights.
Day 2 - Exploring the Australian Alpine Walking Track (AAWT) north towards Mount Speculation.
Day 3 - Head south on the AAWT towards Hells Window and Mount Magdala.
Day 4 - An easy 5 km walk back to our cars for the trip home.
Risks: To enjoy yourself. The usual variable Alpine weather. Gaiters and good wet weather key essential. The usual
rock trip hazards, snakes, bities, hot weather, note - the majority of the walk is above the tree line.
Adequate water at Macalister Springs, but no ground water on the day walks on day 2 and 3.
It is Bushfire season - so your leadership team will be keeping a close eye on fire risk well beforehand. Changes in
conditions may necessitate modification to the walk plans.
Experienced overnight walkers only.
Climbing: No climbing, but some steep sections (you will be on top of the mountain ridges, so expect to go up and
down a bit)
Tracks: Good. Some rough/rocky sections.
(Medium 35 km)
Jeff
Full covid-19 vaccination required.

Jatbula – Northern Territory.
13th to 18th June 2023
The Jatbula Trail is a 62 km one way walk departing from Nitmiluk Gorge, finishing at Leliyn (Edith Falls).
The trail starts 30 kms from Katherine (NT) with a ferry across the Katherine Gorge to the start.
Six Days, five nights - each camp has a waterhole for swimming. Water & toilets at each camp.
Only 15 people per day are allowed so I shall be booking for whatever day I can get so the start date is flexible.
Bookings open on 6th Feb 2023.
Cost: $155 Required by 20th January 2023.
Risks: Rock scrambling.
Medium Hard 62 km

Viv

Full covid-19 vaccination required.

Climbing: Minimal, 100-200 meters per day, some gorge and rock scrambling.

Tracks: Varies, from rocky with creek crossings, to flat sections with swampy areas.
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Conservation & Track Maintenance
Contact Jeff
Check the Park Connect website for full details
Book on the Parks Connect website here - parkconnect.

AND on the BBC website

A Working with Children Clearance is Mandatory & Full covid-19 vaccination is required.

Friday 11th

Howqua Hills

Easy / Medium

to

BTAC track management activity in conjunction with Parks Victoria

Monday 14th

Location: Stanley Name Spur to Mt Thorn tracks in the Howqua Hills area.

November

Leader: Patrick Platt

Friday 2nd

Alpine National Park

to

10 km

Easy / Medium
10 km

BTAC track management activity in conjunction with Parks Victoria

4th December

Location: AAWT Long Spur, Alpine National Park area.
Leader: John Green.

Cycling
Wednesday Bike Ride Around the Bay.
16th
November

Meet at Mordialloc Railway Station at 9.30am

Easy

Peter

30km

We ride along bike paths to Brighton Railway Station to pick up others and
on to St Kilda for a coffee break then ride into the city.
Return trip back don’t forget your Miki card.
Tracks: Flat concrete bike paths.
Bike Type: All bikes.

Sun,
11 Dec

Christmas Bike Ride.
The Club's traditional Christmas Bike Ride is on again.

E/M

John

20 km

The easy/medium morning bike ride starts with chicken and champagne
breakfast, and it is downhill from then onwards. Risks: A short stretch of
road from train station to the bike path. Tracks: Mostly bike paths. Bike
Type: All bikes.
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Packs Up!

October/November 2022

Base Camps
Friday
to

11th

Phillip Island Base Camp.

Annette

Easy / Medium 14kms
Sunday 13th
November A relaxing weekend on Phillip Island staying at a holiday house at Woolanai
near the beach. Enjoy the walking, bird watching & swimming.
2022
Pyramid Rock Track Friday afternoon;
Mt. Woolamai Circuit Saturday;
Sunday - Oswin Roberts Reserve to Rhyll am & Churchill Island pm.
A good first Base Camp for New Members who will be very welcome. Cost:
$40per night due on or before the October Meeting.
Risks: Care on cliffs. Climbing: Short steady climb up Woolamai Hill. Tracks:
Formed Tracks & beach walking.

For further details of the following activities, refer to the Club’s website, or contact Ian
March 2023

Combined Hobart Walking Club/BBC Base Camp.

Hard

23rd to 30th

This will be our 4th combined Base Camp and will visit the NE Corner of

16 km

Tasmania
Accommodation: Iceni Farm at Musselroe Bay TBC & Launceston for last 2
days.
February
2023
10th to 15th

Unvaccinated members accepted.

Mt Stirling, Craigs Hut – Accommodation at Mount Buller
Preference will be given to new members who would like to experience a base
camp, for first 2 days of booking.

Medium / Hard
16 km

Full covid-19 vaccination required.

Currently BBC has 348 members

If you enjoyed reading this magazine or would like to know more about walking with
the Bayside Bushwalking Club, visit our website www.baysidebush.org.au
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