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Although large parts of the Grampians have been devastated by bushfires, there is
sufficient undamaged bush remaining to conduct a weekend of walking. The people of
Halls Gap will most certainly welcome our patronage.
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Perisher Base Camp

BBC was once again treated to a base camp at the Ki&adraers Ski Lodge at Perisher by Lillian & Doug
in March/April 2025.

Fourteen members attended, and as expected, thoroughly enjoyed themselves walking on the roof of
Australia, as well as with cooking, dining and apreés walk activities. In BBC parlance it was a base camp
however, the week was not a camp, and itwas inn@wa¥o | a SQ®

Set out below are the recollections of activities by some of the participants.

Perisher to Charlotte Pass.

Our initial walk for this Perisher Base Camp followed a new track that was constructed to complete a 13
km track from Perisher to the Charlotte Pass Village via Porcupine Rocks. This new track is part of the
NEOSyidafe O2YLX SGSR p cfrof Guthéda Wilage\ t& Bullotks ERt fids bekeriN O
carefully planned to protect the alpine vegetation, with several sections of metal boardwalk together with
sections of natural rock paving. This makes for easy walking, and the benefit to vegetatiomahd s
creeks is already evident.

This is a linear walk, so the car shuffle was done the night before, allowing the walk to start promptly at
8:30 at our chalet.

We walked in sunshine paseveral interesting boulder formations with entwined snow guansund

some outcropshefore we reached the Porcupine Rocks area. The boulders brought out the child in many,
4dz00dzyoAy3I (G2 (GKS ySSR (G2 Of AY0 &iKe fromBrQdpdrfran2 0 S
the base of the formation we could enjoy wonderful views of the Thredbo valley and the distant Main
Range. We were surprised to be above a sea of thick cloud that obscured views to the east.

View from Porcupine Rocks
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View from Porcupine Rocks

The walk passes through many different landscapgsanite outcrops, snow grass plains and moist boggy
soaks. A shady snow gum forest provided an ideal location for lunch.

We completed the walk with the track crossing Trapyard Creek before dropping down to cross the fast
flowing Wrights Creekhen skirting around the snow grass plain containing Spencer @oaelach the
Charlotte Pass village and the cars.

Charlotte Pass Ski Village

A very enjoyable day with excellent weather, beautiful surroundings, and good company.
Bronwen Robinson(Who also took the photographs)

See- Snowies Alpine Walk | NSW National Parks

$)
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Crackenback via Bullocks Flat

C2dzNJ 61 £t {SNR ¢6K2 RAR y20 gAakK G2 Gr1S 2y GKS YI
leadership to reconnoitre a new walk on an old track. We followed the Porcupine Rocks track and diverged
G2 2dzNJ aySgé (NI Ol W« KUt 1.5knk gutdréMNPerisket. f 2 01 a Cf I {

A glorious day for
descending 800m over 14
| kms on a welmarked trail
i enhanced with indicators
for each kilometre walked.

Doug found a beautiful but
small waterfall complete
with a bench seat for
contemplating the falls.
Here we ate our picnic
« lunch while admiring the ¢
i mossy dell at the foot of the |
falls.

; Our long descent brought
us off the mountain down
to the Thredbo River.

ThredboRiver

It was fascinating to observe the
vegetation and rock formations
change as we descended.

¢KS GNY O1 SYRSR |
it intersected with the Snowies Alpin
Trail as well as the cycle path

Crackenback, both near the southe
terminus of the Skitube railway. We
rehydrated with refreshmentsat the
café before our drive back to Perishe

Ruth Brown

(Photos by Louise Redmond)

Crackenback akeside Accommodation

G
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The Main Range Walking Traek

Charlotte Pass, MouniKosciuszkpLake Albina, Caruthers Peak, Blue Lake
We started this circuit walk at Charlotte Pass at 8.30 am in a temperature of 4 degrees.

Three peoplehad notdone this walk before, so we were excited for them, and when we crossed the
Snowy River, it really felt as though we were somewhere special.

Morning tea was taken at Seamans Hut situated at 2,030 metres and for the statistically middekims
from Mount Kosciusko, 6kms from Charlotte Pass and 1.7 kms from Rawson Pass where one will find
I dza GNF £ Al Qa KAIKS&G Lzt A0 G2AfSta o0dzy RSNHNRdzy R

At Mount Kosciuszko we again learned that the Snowy Mountains area was explored by Polish explorer
and scientist, Sir Paul Edmund Strzelecki who named the mountain in honour of Tadeusz Kosciuszko,
Polish leader and patriotHaving taken in the views from the highest mountain in Australia, we set off on
0KS GaSNAR2dza¢ LI NI 2F GKS g 1

This section of the Main Range Walking track that was to take us over Muellers Pass and then down to
Lake Albina and onwards wesnstructedwith crazy pavingndstone steps for quite a distancAmazing
work.

Lunchtime found us sheltering in the lee of the ridge from a light wind with a view over Lake Albina, which
is like a grand infinity pool, emptying over its edge into Lady Northcotes Bewlg well above the tree
line, the view was layer upon layer of mountains

ae Albina
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After lunch,the trackbecame a metal boardwalk for the climb up to Northcote Pass. Thecalstired metal
walkways stand out in stark contrast to the green of the alpine grasses, but they are vital for the protection
the delicate flora and grasses which have such a showigg period, as well as preventing erosion.

There were more ups than downs and passages of narrow pathway clinging to the steep sided ridge until
track rounded onto the ridge line, giving views of Club Lake and eventually reached Carruthers Peak.

[ WARNING

Rocks may fall
Do not stop
in this area

The broad flat top is an ideal place for another break, but mostly for taking stunning photos and enjoying
the magnificent alpine scenery.

Club Lake
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Near Blue Lake some of the party rested while others took a short side track to a lookout for a closer view
of the lake.The homerun commences after Bllgke. A long downhill stretch on a concrete brick path in
various stages of deterioration leads down to the Snowy River where Club Lake Creek joins the river.

The track crosses the creek just
before the junction, so there

are two sets of stepping stones
to negotiate before the crossing
of the Snowy River has been
completed.

The final challenge is 750
. metres of very steep brick path
. back to Charlotte Pass

While only 750 metres, coming
at the end of the circuit, it
seemed like three times that
distance. Two of the first timers
made it to the top without
stopping!

A wonderful experiencelhanks to all participants.

Di Segal

© MainRange

2 s Rawson Pass v
< A Blue Lake LOOkOUt é \L Main Range Walk and Snowies Alpine Walk

-1 370m 10 min one-way 8.5km 3 hr one-way

Al hdige

.

Charlotte Pass . _9 Blue Lake Lookout IL _} i

Summit Trail and Snowies Alpine Walk 370m 10 min one-way
A

km 1 hr 20 min one-way
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Jindabynefor the Day

wWSAARSyGa 'YofSR Ayid2 (GKS (AGOKSY &a2YSgKI G SI NI
not to be. Just one look out of the window told the stayyelting rain, heavy fog and a ferocious wind
bending the twisted branches of the snow gunvee further.

What to do for the day? Some fellow walkers went back to bed with a warming cup of their particular
beverage to have a rest day. Others were not discouraged and were going out regardless. Eventually after
the rain abated somewhat, these hardy souls dropet@ Charlotte Pass for a small adventure out to the
lookout

The View from Charlotte Pass Lookout

After a buffeting by the fierce winds with rain blowing into faces, it was decided that a visit to the café at
the Stillwell Hotel was a must. Hot coffee, tea or chocolate enjoyed in the warm, cosy refuge of the café,
was not going to satisfy the need te lout and about for the rest of the day.

So, the adventure did not end there, Jindabyne called and beckoned through the tempest outside, and
they answered in the positive.

Jindabyne is a great small country town with many interesting shops, mainly aimed at walkers and skiers,
but especially interesting when some ladies of the party spotted one retailer with a 30% off sale. Shopping
is so exhausting, but fortunately there aseme excellent food outlets with some delectable food.

Being bushwalkers with full stomachs, and rain now just threatening, a walk along the lake shore pathway
was mandatory. The exercise extended to a larger than life statue of Sir Paul Edmund Strzelecki, Polisr
Explorer and Scientist. (Pavel, redul, to his Polish compatriotsAdjacent to Count Strzelecki is a
memorialA Y G KS T2 NX) 2 honduin§theUtish méhhn@ Fomen Mdhals@pioneered the
Snowy Mountains.

- S
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The Polis emorial ) The Irish Memorial

The day ended perfectly back at the lodge for coffee and cake.

Francoise Morys

Day 2¢ Seamans Hut
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Sawpit Creek Falls
What is the weather going to do today? The wind was less fierce, but the rain was rather persistent.

We donned wet weather gear arfdr our penultimate dayheaded tothe Sawpit Creek Picnic Area. From
here we did the circular waterfall walk. It was a very colourful walk, with the rain emphasising the colours
of the bark of the trees. The waterfadl viewed from a little platform, with plenty of water flowing over

the top as result of the abundant rain.

Crossingsawpit Creekthe smallbridgebelow the fallsgave the best viewsye continued on the circuit.

Sawpit Creek Falls Above the Falls

As it was still raining when we returned to the cars, we moved onto the Thredbo River Picnic Area for
lunch under egenerouscovered shelter. Most of us felt we were as wet inside our wet weather gear as
we were out, so we returned to the lodge to dry off and chill.

[ 2dzZA aS hQ/ 2y y 2N
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Perisher Explore

After a lazy Sunday, lazy for some, but notrabnywere enticed to brave the abating elements to visit
0KS OdzNNByidfte alftf ljdzh SG¢ t SNA &K S SRitubésthtiorSodilding2 Y LIt
containing numerous facilities to meet the demands of the invading throngs of winter tourists and skiers
brought in by the highly efficierfbkitube Built between 1984 and 1988, it is a train which travels along
'y dzy RSNENRdzy R WidzoSQ FNBY I GSNXAydza ySI NI ¢ KNE
at Blue Cow. Within th&kitubestation building there is a medical centre, police station, grocery stores
etc. Other buildings in the complex house cafes/restaurants, ski hire shops, creche facilities. All the
services needed for what is a hub for the ski fields.

Ski Tube Station Platform

We also viewed the updated multi seated chairlifts where skiers lined up in stalls ready to be transported
to the many interconnecting chairlifts servicing the numerous graded ski runs. There has been no expense
spared in providing such highly efficienfrastructure.

How Does Your 4WD Stack Up Against This Perisher Creek

G
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To add the bushwalking flavour to the morning, we walked up the Perisher Creek Road which becomes
the Perisher Blue Cow Link Road (management vehicles and walkers only). We about turned at the MVO
gate to retrace our steps as it was approaching lunch titkeditionally, the afternoon would see
everybody packing and cleaning the lodge in preparation for our departure tomorrow.

Nadia Ballarin

From theBkitubelweb site- What is the Skitube?

Perisher's Skitube is Australia's only alpine railway and services Perisher exclusively, transporting guests
from Bullocks Flat to Perisher Valley and Blue Cow.

A Swisglesigned, rackail train, Skitube was originally constructed with the vision of improving access to
Perisher during winter.

With the development of Mt. Blue Cow in 1984, Skitube was considered the most practical option for
providing access to this new area of the resort, and so Skitube was extended from Perisher to Blue Cow.

In just 10 minutes, Skitube travels 8.5km through Ramshead Range to Perisher Resort, with 6.3km of the
journey being underground, making it Australia's longest skitifi¥inter, Skitube services run frequently,
7 days a weekBullocks Flat, Perisher Valley and Blue Cow.

To see a video about the Skitube gdBiog Videos

Perisher Day 1
(Photo by Doug Crompton

(All photos by Paul Redmond except where otherwise noted)

G
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Beechworth Base Camp

Thanks to Rosann and Sue's meticulous planning and organisédwgoAprilBase Camp at Beechworth
was a great success.

Our first walk was to Winton Wetlands, a vast flat site lying within the traditional lands of the Yorta Yorta
people. One of the features of the wetlands park is the sculpture garden displaying works created by 15
Yorta Yorta artists and was the firstnteon our agenda. In the wetlands particularly, and on the other
walks on this trip, it was clear how the recent lack of rainfall had affected the natural environment.

Our walks on subsequent days covered markedly different terrain: from the scrubby up and down trail to
Ingrams Rock, the paitike gorge walk along Yackandandah Creek and the White Box Walk in the Chiltern
¢ Mount Piot National Park. This undulating track is named for the domiBamialyptus Albens White

Box that abounds in the area.

Apart from the local walks there was plenty to explore in Beechworth itself. The town is famous for its
connection to the Kelly Gang and for the heritage listed buildings of the gold rush era, including the
Beechworth Courthouse and the Old Beechworth Ghualarceration on a far greater scale occurred in

the now decommissioned Mayday Hills Lunatic Asylum, which at its peak held 1,200 inmates. Today the
preserved site presents a changed face, being home to a thriving arts community, the Council offices, and
tourist attractions such of ghost tours and escape rooms. Some of us opted for a spooky ghost tour, while
others spent their dollars on handcrafted items or preferred a leisurely stroll in the beautiful Mayday Hills

National Trust Gardens.

www.baysidebush.org.au Page14
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Former Mayday Hills Lunatic Asylum

Possibly we were all a little heavier as we headed home down the Hume Freeway having consumed
gourmet pies, hot cross buns, Milawa cheeses, and four excellent group dinners.

6™ to 11 April 2025
Leaders & Authors Roseann Lenihan and Sue Rose
Further Information

Winton Wetlands: A project of national scientific, environmental and cultural significance.

ChilternMt Pilot National Park

Mayday Hills Beechworth

Beechworth, Victoria Official Travel Website

BAYSIDE
BUSHWALKING
CLUB
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Bike Ride z Nyora, Loch and Korumburra

Eight riders travelled to Nyora on the 12th of June for a very pleasant ride on the most westerly section
of the Gippsland Rail Trail.

We met at Nyora where we commenced our ride. Between Nyora and Loch this trail is mostly flat but
after Loch it becomes an uphill pull to Korumburra. Being a rail trail, the gradient is quite easy. When the
railway line was built in the age of steam, thegines could only manage a slope of 2 or 3 degrees
YFEAYdzY® ¢KS dzLIKAft aSOGA2y f1 a0SR F2NJ I 62dzi &/
day.

We cycled through the lush green hilly South Gippsland countryside, enjoying some very picturesque
views of local farms on the rolling hills. A few rest stops were taken, but only to enjoy the views, as well
as to visit a waterfall (no water!). A few afioriders had electric bikes, which coped well, and the ride
gayQiu ySINIe f2y3 Sy22dzaK G2 FtraddSy Fye ol GadSN

Morning coffee and a snack were enjoyed in Korumburra, under a picnic shelter next to the heritage listed
old railway station buildings, conveniently near a cafe and bakery.

Refreshed and restored by morning tea, we headed back to Loch. We had passed the Loch railway station
on the outward journey, but the township is about 300 metres distant on higher ground, accessed through

a tunnel under the South Gippsland Highway. Loaviped a very pleasant café for lunch, with Martin

and Lyn prepared to try the mushroom quiche. (All jokes aside please!).
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The group returned to Nyora by 8\:bOUt 2pm. We experienced cool weather all day, but at least there was
no rain despite the grey skigss. SEG NARSX YI&06S {ly wSY2 (42 22yiKl
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Cobaw Range, Lancefield by Margaret Morse
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You Yangs Regional Park Walk

Twelve BB@alkers completed the 12km Northern Ranges circuit walk in the You Yangs Regional Park

The walk followed defined tracks including:

1 West Walk

Northern Range Track
Saddleback Track
East Walk

= —a -2

The weather was perfect and there were spectacular views of Geelong, Corio Bay andPacré¥slip
Bayto the city.

A key feature of the walk is the Bunijil hieroglyph where we stopped for lunch.

G
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Bunijil is a significant figure in the mythology of some of the indigenous groups in Victoria. He is a creator
god, culture hero and ancestral being often depicted as a wedge tailed eagle.

Bunjil Hieroglyph

Everyone enjoyed the day and although the distance was moderate our legs felt the effects of rocky
surfaces and some climbs.

Leader Author & Photographs Peter Holland
Sunday 27 April 2025
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Next Meeting

Monday 1% September2025- 8pm at the Hampton Community Centre.
Dr Jo SamueKingwill speak about Dingo Conservatjgmarticularly in the Victorian High

Country. Dingoes help keep the feral animals such as cats and foxes down from plagu
proportions.

Membership Fees 202 5-26

Membership fees are due again as of 1st August 2025

Online renewal with EFT payment is preferred.

Fees for 2025/26
Standard Concession *
Single membership $55 $50
Family membership $110 $100
*Concession rates apply where a Health Card or a Pension Cardig/h2ldi | { Sy A2 NXQa / |1

/] £dz0aQ aSYOSNERKALI FSSa AyOfdzRS |y AyadzNI yoOS LINE
clubs that are associated with BWV, you may elect that only one club needs to charge you a full
membership fee to cover insurance. If you elect that BBClis n@ 2 dzNJ a A y a dzNJ y OS Of dz
Membership Officer and your fee for 2025/26 will be $30 (no concession).

Ontline renewal is preferred.

To pay by cheque or cash at a Club meeting or send a cheque with sufficient details to identify your
payment to the Treasurer at BBC, PO Box 460, Sandringham 3191.

Acknowledge ofRisk

Members need to acknowledge annually, for insurance purposes, the risks inherent in bushwalking.
1 Oly26ft SRAISYSYlG 2F wAialQ A& AyOftdzZRSR & | &aSLJ N

Bushwalking Australia advises:

The purpose of the Acknowledge of Risk (AoR) is to help ensure that participants understand the basic
requirements of participation in the activity they are about to undertake, and the potential risks that they
are about to expose themselves to. In the €ad people new to bushwalking, the AoR is particularly
important in ensuring they have at least a basic appreciation that there are some risks involved in going
bushwalking. In the case of existing members, it is hoped that signing the AoR at the tiemewing

their membership is an annual reminder that there are risks involved in going bushwalking.
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Walk Talk

BBCPublic Address System
¢ KS |/ f dzoial equignirt i8 nearing the end of its serviceable life.

The committee is looking at options to upgrade or replace the present system and is keen to hear from
any member(s) who have appropriate knowledge and can assist the committee.

If you can assist, please cont&tesident lan Knapton

Carol Weisner

Carol hascoordinated, prepared, supervised and assembled the suppers enjoyed by members after
meetings for the past ten years. This has been a tremendous contribution to the club and the social
element that helps to bind us as a group.

Carol has called it a day as the Supper Coordinator.

The committee takes this opportunity to thank Carol for her work and dedication, over and above the call
of duty.

Supper coordination will now be shared Byonwen Rolnsonand Christine Dawes
Membership Officer

Jane Battrickhas taken over the role as Membership Officer from Julie Gow.
Noel Fabriwill be managing the membership renewals for the 2025/26 year.

For Membership questions contact Janebayside.bushwalking.memberships@gmail.com

Prom Community Newsletteg Autumn 2025
The latest issue of thiBarks Victorimewsletter can be accessed at Parks Victoria using this link.

createsend.com/t/rA7800DF644C491262540EF23F30FEDED

Items covered include

1 The commencement of building a new visitors centre at Tidal River.
1 Works to begin shortly on the Tidal River Footbridge
1 Sealers Cove boardwalk update

News From the Alps

This newsletter is published by a partnership between the following government agencies

ParksAustralia

ACTParks and Conservation
NSWNational Parks and Wildlife Service
Parks Victoria

= =4 =4 =4

News From The Alps | Australian Alps National Parks
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Bushwalking Victoria

celebrating 90 years

The latest issusof the Bushwalking Victoria Bulletirs available through the link on the BBC Website
under the Packs Up! tabr goto

Auqust 2025 Bushwalking News!

Fedwalks 2025

Location | Halls Gap
Dates Saturday 11 & Sunday 12 October 2(
Check in from 3pm on Friday
October

Walk and Dinner Bookings open 10 August 2025

Event Hub Halls Gap Centenary Hall
115 Grampians Road, Halls Gap
Next to the Information Centre

FedWalks Walks Program Now Available

The muchanticipated walk program for FedWalks 2025 in the Grampians (Gariwerd) is now available!
Fedwalks 2025 offers an incredible variety of wajkeom relaxed nature rambles and creative outings
like photography and art sketching, to classic Grampians climbs like The Pinnacle, Mt Abrupt, and Mt
BATFAOMA G 2 KSGKSNI &2 BNEE INROIN &IONS NIoIf tStaa 22 Ng
a2YSUGKAY3 F2NJ SOSNE LI OS FyR LI daAz2yd® 2AGK Ho d

CtKA&a @SINRna CSRglftla Aa 2LISy -affiated €lubs ardSIvdaviSuble 2
Members of Bushwalking Victoria.

The event runs 112 October, with registrations opening soon. Start planning your weekend;wvealk
spots will fill fast!

Go Te FedWalks Grampians (Gariwerd) 2@28alks Program Now Available

@
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Bushwalking Victoria

Bushwalking Tracks and Conservation

BTAC Activity
Grampians  (Gariwerd) National Park
30 - 31 August 2025
The Grampians Walking Tracks Support Group are seeking help from BTAC volur
to make improvements to the popular Boroka Track from the Wonderland roundab

to the Boroka Lookout.

Project Leader: |Graham Parke9429 839 179graham@grahamparkes.com.au

\Wonderland roundabout on the Mt Victory (Northern Grampians) Road 2km
Where to meet: [the road from Halls Gap, where the road goes off to Wonderland car park. T
is adequate parking space off the sealed road.

Working Hours: |Saturday and Sunddetween9:00amé& 3pm

Skills needed: |Good level of fitness, use of hand tools, manual lifting. There is a wide range
tasks. No previous track maintenance experience is required.
Transport: Arrange your own transport to the meeting place. Carpooling is encouraged.,

AccommodationFree camping is available in the Park at Borough Huts 10 km south of Halls
Parks Victoria have reserved camping spaces. You may wish to arrange yot
accommodation at the caravan park in the centre of Halls Gap or elsewhere
2 SQf t LJAI track maintenance equipment and PPE. Will be provided.

The Grampians Walking Track Support Group will provide a BBQ meal at th
Botanical gardens on Saturday night.

Please bring: |Be selsufficient for accommodation and all other meals.

Bring a day backpack to carry lunch, energy snacks, water, raincoat, warm t
emergency contact, and medical information form, small firstididetc. Sturdy
work footwear, gaiters and gloves.

Scope of work: |You will be working as volunteers to Parks Victoria via the Grampians Walki
Track Support Group to do track maintenance work. Maintenance mainly
involves shovel, spade, pi€krake work to improve the track bench.

Please register othe Grampians Walking Track Support Group page at ParkConnecby
26 August If wanting to join afterthis date contact the Project Leader.

It is a requirement of Parks Victoria that all volunteers after their first volunteering activity
have a working with Children Check and load it on to ParkConnect as evidence.

For details of future events go teBTAGC Bushwalking Victoria

)
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BBCHas a Vacancy for Editor of Packs Up!
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¢CKS 220 Aa &l aaTeAy3d 5ldzs B ANISHATH JdsRISE (A NOW 1I2BEN0KS WRnEs R
08 YSYOSNBRI SRAoay3d adzoYAaarzya (2 YYRSREKEHE ¥ON
FI OG0 OGBN deyyAiwSt e>x GKS YIFOKAYS O2NNBOGaA Ylye alLl
¢tKS SRAG2N)I Sy22eéa I KAIK RSINBS 2F AYRSLISYRSYyO!
O2y iNRf TNRYCHKRSYOBYBREDEGWI aK2dzZ R FSSt FNBS G2
YF3AFTAySo

¢KS YIF3ILTAySQa FNBIljdzSyoe KIa @FINASR FNRBY (KS
FOO2YY2RIGS GKS SRAG2NNA 6aSyoOSa 2y SEUGSymeIR
GKAA YIFIFTAYSSVIBAGOKS A 52aNdzSjRdzZE NI S NI & @

SSt FNBS (12 RA&Odzaa &2dzNJ AYGSNBS&ESOUD BSHI dzft wSH
AEEO -1 1 OEB6O OEI OI 2EAAIT A

A

Where would you find these two sources
the water of life?

Answers on page7
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